svare, groceries, &c. In these minor lolteries, according
to a statement made before the grand jury, in some instan-
ces no tickets are made, but numbers from 1 to 50, or 100,
~en 2ot Anien in 2 book, and those who take chances pay a
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acainst such numbers ‘o the book, as they may choose.

When the drawing 1s to take place, the adventurers assenm-

O
ble in the store or shop, and those who are fortunate enough
to draw prizes, are called upon to freqt the company pre-
cent with whatever they choose to cali for.  Such is stated,
from official authority, to be the origin and progress of these
minor lotteries. Their apparent ingignificance enables then:
to escape with impunity; but they sow the seeds of wide
soreading ruin and constantly increreasing crime, ,

Many of - the tickets exhibited to the grand jury, as evi-
dence of the violation of the laws, purported to be tickets
in lotteries granted by competent authority in other states.
There is no doubt, however, that a considerable portion of
them are spurious, and issued under no higher nor more ¥e-
sponsible authority (han that of a board of lottery brokers.
Such tickels, there is good reason to believe, are manufac-
tared in large quantilies, and sold in all the large towns and
manufacturing villages in the state, by pedlars, bar-keepers,
travelling agents and others, who receive a commission for
their services, and gain a livelihood by wages ot iniquity.

After a careful eXxaminalion of the existing siaiuigs :07
the regulation and suppression of lotteries, and on endea
voring to discover their defects, the committee Were
reflect on the nature of the offence of dealing i i
tickets and the remedies that it might be proper o adop
and they ask leave lo staie, ‘0 as brief a mauner as possibl
their views on these tivo points.

And—First. What is the offence of dealing in lotlery
tickets?

To this question it may be answered:

1. it is gaming. 'Fhis s against the yolicy of sociely,
and there are a fe civilized nations that have not adopted
means to restrain or entirely prohibit it Lecause it is seek-

ing property for which no equivalentis to be paid; and be-
cause it leads directly to losses and poverty, and, by excit-
ing bad passions, is the fruittul original of vice and crime.
2. 1t is the worst species of raming, because it brings ad-
riotness, cunning, experience and skill, te contend against
ignorance, folly, distress and desperation. It can be carri-

ed on to an indefinite and undefinable extent without €Xpo-
sare; and, by a mode of sottling the chances by ““combina-




